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Chapter 1. 

The Master Plan 

 

What is a Master Plan? 

It is the responsibility of every community 

to consider the long-range consequences of 

their land use and zoning decisions.  The 

community should seek guidance regarding 

these decisions by considering a wide range 

of possible futures.  This long-range view 

for the City of Galesburg is provided 

through the Master Plan.  

In accordance with the Michigan Planning 

Enabling Act (Act 33 of 2008), communities 

have the authority to adopt a Master Plan 

to ‘address land use and infrastructure 

issues and may project 20 years or more 

into the future.’  In addition, ‘The Master 

Plan shall include maps, plats, charts, and 

descriptive, explanatory, and other related 

matter and shall show the Planning 

Commission’s recommendations for the 

physical development of the planning 

jurisdiction.’  This Master Plan will provide 

direction for the use of land within the City 

for the next 20 years, based on a 

community vision and the desires of the 

citizens of Galesburg.   

The Master Plan will provide a 

comprehensive guide for the future 

development and preservation of different 

areas in the City of Galesburg in order to 

enhance the overall quality of life for its 

residents.  It will also reflect the City’s 

profound concerns regarding growth and 

the preservation of its small-town character 

and natural features, with a focus on its 

physical, social, economic and aesthetic 

needs.  

‘Quality of life’ features such as small town 

atmosphere, friendly neighbors, local 

businesses, natural features (i.e. the 

Kalamazoo River), public safety, and close 

proximity to Kalamazoo and Battle Creek, 

make the City of Galesburg unique.  A good 

Master Plan must consider these elements, 

along with the protection of the natural 

environment, and use the right planning 

tools to promote land use that “fits” in the 

area and guarantees the continuance of the 

City of Galesburg as a special place.  

 

How Will the Plan be Used? 

Even though the Master Plan serves several 

functions and can be used in many ways, its 

usefulness is determined by the willingness 

of the City to actively support and 

implement its vision and goals.  If a plan is 

not being implemented and actively 

followed, problems may emerge in the 

future.  In addition, failure to follow the 

Plan may discredit attempts to use it as a 

defense for legal actions that may result 

from challenges of property owners and 

developers.  On the other hand, the Plan 

will be more credible during controversial 

land use decisions and rezonings if used 

consistently. Even thought the courts of the 

State of Michigan do not recognize the 
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absolute authority of the Master Plan, they 

tend to lend more credibility to actions 

supported by carefully planning.   

1) The Master Plan composes a 

broad statement of the City’s 

vision, goals and policies. It 

offers a comprehensive view of 

the community’s desires for the 

future. 

 

2) The Master Plan serve as a guide 

in daily land use decision-

making. The Planning 

Commission must make use of 

the vision and goals outlined in 

the Plan for issues involving 

zoning, subdivisions, capital 

improvements and other 

matters regarding land use and 

development. 

 

3) The Master Plan provides the 

legal basis upon which zoning 

decisions are based. In 

accordance with the Michigan 

Zoning Enabling Act (Act 110 of 

2006), ‘the zoning ordinance 

shall be based upon a plan 

designed to promote the public 

health, safety, and general 

welfare.’ 

 

4) The Master Plan provides 

direction for decisions about 

public services.  New 

infrastructure should correspond 

with the Master Plan in order to 

coordinate new public 

improvements with private 

development, to be fiscally 

responsible, and to give the City 

a measure of control over future 

growth.    

 

5) The Master Plan is an 

educational tool and provides a 

clear indication of the City’s 

direction for the future to 

residents, property owners, 

developers, and adjacent 

communities.   

 

Relationship to Zoning 

In accordance with the Michigan Zoning 

Enabling Act, a ‘zoning ordinance shall be 

based upon a plan designed to promote the 

public health, safety, and general welfare, 

(and)  to encourage the use of lands 

according to their character and 

adaptability…’  The Master Plan serves as 

the long range planning document upon 

which planning and zoning decisions are 

made, including creating and amending the 

City’s Zoning Ordinance.  Even though the 

Master Plan is a policy document and does 

not have the force of law, it is the basis of 

the Zoning Ordinance and Zoning Map.  

Zoning decisions that are inconsistent with 

the Master Plan may be found to be 

improper by the courts.  

The Master Plan sets forth the vision for the 

City, while the Zoning Ordinance provides 

the land use regulations designed to 
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implement that vision.   The areas 

delineated on the Future Land Use Map are 

called ‘land use classifications’ and are not 

the same as zoning districts on the Zoning 

Map.  The land use classification is the 

desired long range land use, whereas the 

zoning district sets forth what can happen 

now.  As a result, the land use designations 

on the Future Land Use Map may not 

directly correlate with the zoning districts 

or existing uses.  Still, the Master Plan 

reflects the community’s long range desires 

for land development, and it is expected 

that as market demands vary, future land 

use and rezoning decisions will be made to 

match the Master Plan.    

A Zoning Plan has been included in Chapter 

5. and describes how the land use 

designations on the Future Land Use Map 

correlate to the zoning districts on the 

Zoning Map.  This Zoning Plan can be used 

as a guide to determine how the Zoning 

Ordinance should be amended to 

implement the recommendations of this 

Master Plan.      

 

Previous Planning Efforts 

The Downtown Development Authority 

(DDA) has been involved in the creation of 

an official Development Plan and Tax 

Increment Financing Plan (TIF) for the 

Downtown DDA District.  The City adopted 

the TIF and Development Plan on December 

28, 2011.  One of the main purposes of this 

plan is to prevent physical deterioration and 

economic stagnation in the core downtown 

business area and to encourage 

redevelopment of those properties that are 

vacant or underutilized.  The project also 

attempts to expand the use of the City’s 

downtown through improvements that 

encourage both the citizens and visitors 

from surrounding areas, to visit, shop, and 

get involved in activities and events in the 

City.  

The City of Galesburg Parks and Recreation 

Five Year Master Plan was approved by the 

Park Board on December 14, 2009 and the 

Galesburg City Council on January 19, 2010.  

The plan sets forth proposals that include 

the redesign, repair and rehabilitation of 

Community Park and Ike Payne Park; 

acquisition of property; construction of a 

boat launch and fishing deck that are 

intended to increase the use of the 

Kalamazoo River; and, the construction of a 

2,600 linear foot asphalt community park.  

In general, the plan seeks to improve the 

existing Galesburg Parks System by 

expanding the opportunities for 

recreational use of the Kalamazoo River, 

provide residents and visitors with safe, 

appealing intelligent design and 

development for leisure activities.  It is also 

intended to encourage people to get 

involved in physical activities surrounded by 

wildlife and floral attractions. 

The City of Galesburg last adopted a plan in 

_____, ‘Future Land Use Plan for the City of 

Galesburg’, which provides a narrative 

description of the land use categories 

presented on the Future Land Use Map and 

a Future Land Use Map.  These land use 
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designation were based upon a review of 

existing land use and zoning within the City, 

the capacity to support new development 

within these categories, and the influence 

of such development on community 

facilities and infrastructure improvements.  

 

Creating the Master Plan 

The 2012 Master Plan was a collaborative 

effort between City officials and the citizens 

of the City of Galesburg.   The Planning 

Commission and City Council retained the 

services of the Planning Studio section of 

the Department of Geography at Western 

Michigan University in January, 2012 to 

assist them in the preparation of a new 

Master Plan for the City.  The Master Plan 

was created in four major steps.  

First, the Planning Studio members 

gathered information about the City, such 

as demographics, history, land use, natural 

features, and other background material. 

This information is presented in Chapter 2.  

Community Snapshot.  This data was then 

used to identify the preliminary issues 

(strengths, concerns, opportunities) for the 

City.   

After careful study of the results of the 

1990 Visual Survey of Community Physical 

Assets and Liabilities conducted by Wilkins 

& Wheaton and the 2011 Galesburg 

Community Visioning Session Summary 

Report, and following an extensive ‘walking 

tour’ of the community, the Planning Studio 

members then identified strengths and 

weaknesses of the City and discussed 

opportunities and threats to the City 

related to land use.  A summary of the 

results of this process and the identified 

land use issues are set forth in Chapter 3.  

Planning Framework. 

Based on the outcomes of the public 

participation and the identification of 

issues, the group proceeded with the 

development of Planning Principles.  These 

principles consist of a Vision, Goals and 

Strategies that serve as the foundation for 

the Plan and are set forth in Chapter 4.  

Planning Principles. 

Finally, using the planning principles as a 

guide, the Planning Studio members 

developed a Future Land Use Plan and 

Future Land Use Map (Chapter 5.).   

Additionally, an Implementation Plan 

(Chapter 6.) and Zoning Plan (Chapter 5.) 

were created to guide this Plan into action.  

The draft Master Plan was submitted to the 

Planning Commission on April 25, 2012.  

The Planning Commission then initiated the 

adoption process required by the Michigan 

Planning Enabling Act.  The draft Master 

Plan was reviewed by the City Council and 

then released for review by the surrounding 

communities and the Kalamazoo Planning 

Commission.  After the mandated review 

period, the Planning Commission held a 

public hearing on__________and the Plan 

was adopted by the City Council 

on__________.  The resolution of adoption 

is copied on the inside back cover of this 
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document, in accordance with the Michigan 

Planning Enabling Act.  

 

Keeping the Plan Updated 

According to the Michigan Planning 

Enabling Act, the Planning Commission shall 

make an annual report to the City Council 

concerning its operations and the status of 

any activity involving planning.   To that 

end, the Planning Commission should hold 

an annual meeting to review the Master 

Plan and make a report to ensure that 

changes are taken into consideration and 

amendments are made to keep the Plan 

updated and consistent with the City’s 

philosophies.  The Planning Act also 

requires that the City review the Master 

Plan at least every five years to determine if 

amendments are needed, or if a new Plan is 

in order.  The recommended annual review 

will fulfill this requirement, as well as 

guarantee that the Plan stays a useful 

document.  

How You Should Use This Plan 

How the Master Plan affects you depends 

upon your particular situation: 

✓ If you are a property owner, you may 
have several interests, including the 
future identified for your property, 
as well as for other properties 
similarly designated. 
 

✓ As a homeowner, you may be 
interested in the properties in your 
immediate neighborhood, including 
uses proposed for vacant land. 

Community 
Snapshot

•Background 
Information

Planning 
Framework

•Public Participation

•Planning Issues

Planning 
Principles

•Vision

•Goals

•Objectives/Strategies

Future Land 
Use Plan

•Future Land Use 
Classifications/Map

Implementation 
Plan

•Guide for Action
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✓ As a resident, you may be interested 
in the overall vision for the City as 
expressed in the Goals and 
Objectives.  These statements 
should give you an indication of the 
view of the City now, and in the 
future. 

Generally, your use of the Plan should 

follow these steps: 

Step 1 - What land use is proposed 

for your property, or the 

area surrounding your 

property? 

This information is set forth 

on the Future Land Use Map 

and described in the Future 

Land Use Plan in Chapter 5.  

Find the land use 

classification in which your 

property is located and then 

read the description of the 

land use classification 

applied to your property.  

Depending on the nature of 

your interest, this may be as 

far as you want to go.  If you 

have a specific proposal that 

is inconsistent with the 

expectations of the Plan, you 

will want to review the Plan 

in more detail. 

Step 2 -  How does the Plan affect 

your property? 

The Future Land Use 

designation of your property 

indicates the planned use of 

your property.  This does not 

mean that you cannot 

continue the use that you 

currently have.  Land use 

within the City is also 

affected by zoning.  See the 

Zoning Ordinance or call the 

City Office for zoning 

standards specific to your 

property. 

Step 3 - How does the City view 

development in your area? 

The Future Land Use Plan 

and Map indicate the type of 

development planned for 

your area; it may be fairly 

specific or somewhat 

general.  The Future Land 

Use Classification 

descriptions set forth in 

Chapter 5. and the Goals and 

Strategies for future land use 

within the City set forth in 

Chapter 4. provide details on 

the direction of future land 

use within your general area. 

No matter what your interest is, the Master 

Plan may have a profound impact on the 

future of your property.  As a resident or 

property owner in the City of Galesburg, it 

is important that you become familiar with 

the Plan and what it may mean to you and 

your community.
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Chapter 2. 

Community Snapshot 

 

Introduction  

The Community Snapshot provides a profile 

of the City and is the foundation of the 

Master Plan.   To know where to go, you 

first must know where you have been and 

where you are. 

The City of Galesburg is located to the east 

of Kalamazoo in the eastern third of 

Kalamazoo County with M-96 extending 

through the center of town and I-94 

extending through the southern end of 

town.  The City is provided easy access to    

I-94 and is situated within 2½ hours from 

both Detroit and Chicago.   Further, 

Galesburg is conveniently located between 

the City of Kalamazoo to the west and the 

City of Battle Creek to the east.   

 

 

Located on the banks of the Kalamazoo 

River, the City of Galesburg serves as a 

destination for outdoor recreation, with the 

shoreline providing river access and 

waterfront opportunities for City residents 

and visitors. 

Many residents of the City of Galesburg are 

employed in the manufacturing sector and 

commute either to Kalamazoo or Battle 

Creek and the surrounding areas.  The City 

boasts many retail and service businesses 

that adequately support both visitors and 

local residents but have few manufacturing 

or industrial uses.  Redevelopment and the 

occupancy of vacant properties in the 

downtown will play an important role in the 

variety and health of future commercial 

activity in the City given expansion 

limitations posed by the Kalamazoo River, 

wetlands, and gateway development 

objectives.   
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The wetlands that surround the Kalamazoo 

River have been partially protected through 

the establishment of parkland.   This 

parkland provides a place for residents to 

gather and tourists to visit while also 

protecting the topography and drainage 

patterns of the city.   

Properties within the City of Galesburg are 

provided sewer, water and electrical 

service.  In addition, the City has its own 

parks department, which maintains three 

parks totaling 23 acres, as well as a local fire 

department, police department and a 

department of public works.  The City of 

Galesburg is also home to the Galesburg 

Public Library and the Galesburg Historical 

Museum.  Joined by the Galesburg City Hall, 

these civic buildings are situated near 

Community Park on the Kalamazoo River 

and offer the community an attractive and 

accessible civic center in the heart of 

downtown. 

In 2007, Business Week Magazine named 

the City of Galesburg as one of the 50 best 

communities in the US in which to live and 

raise a family because of public safety, 

educational, public service and cost of living 

rankings.  

 

Historical Overview 

The City of Galesburg has a strong history 

and in contribution to it, the people of the 

City have provided for and funded a 

historical museum.  Residents have 

provided many artifacts for the museum to 

teach the new generations about the 

history of the City.   

With Galesburg being a traditional town, 

people want to preserve the buildings in the 

downtown district that date back to the 

early 20th century to show the history of the 

City.   

 

In the Fall of 1828, the Village of Galesburgh 

was settled by Isaac Toland.  In 1829, a 

tavern called the White Cabin (behind the 

Koffee Klutch) was built to serve travelers.  

Through the years, the areas in and around 

Galesburgh started to develop into a 

community.  With the construction of the 

railroad through Galesburgh during the mid 

1800s, the City began to develop.  Later this 

railroad would be called Michigan Central.  

In 1861, the community received its charter 

from the State of Michigan which allowed 

Galesburgh to become a village. The 

Michigan Central Railroad brought 

prosperity to Galesburgh, however, with 

the construction of the Grand Trunk 
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Railroad traveling through Climax, 

Galesburgh fell on hard economic times. 

Although Galesburgh was a small town, it 

produced several people that were later 

involved in major events of historic 

significance.  One in particular was Major 

General William Shafter.  He fought in the 

Civil War, Indian Wars, and the Spanish 

American War.  He received the Medal of 

Honor for heroism during the Civil War and 

was in command of the forces in Cuba 

during the Spanish American War.   

 

Starting at the beginning of the 20th 

century, Galesburgh began a rollercoaster 

ride of historical and economic changes.  

The early 1900s saw many exciting 

developments related to the Village of 

Galesburgh.  Galesburgh started to 

construct public buildings, government 

buildings, and infrastructure that served to 

define it as a true ‘village’.   During this 

period, Galesburgh removed the ‘H’ from its 

name.  Nevertheless, with all these exciting 

events, the Village still found ways to 

connect with the communities around them 

through an Interurban rail system between 

Kalamazoo and Battle Creek.  Beginning in 

1900, the Interurban rail systems served 

passengers and freights for almost 30 years, 

until it was closed down in 1929.  This 29-

year run assisted in the growth of 

Galesburg.   

As a result of such growth, in 1931, 

Galesburg was designated as a city.  In 

1951, the communities of Galesburg and 

Augusta consolidated into one school 

district.   However, the construction of the 

interstate highway system spelled decline 

for many small communities.  Galesburg 

was not immune to these hardships as its 

growth could be seen to rapidly slow with 

the construction of I-94. 

 

Physical Characteristics 

Land Use 

Map 1 shows existing land uses in the City 

of Galesburg.  The City is located just north 

of the Kalamazoo River and is in a good 

location along the Kalamazoo-Battle Creek 

corridor with nearby access to I-94.  

Highway M-96 bisects the community 

through the downtown area and also serves 

to link Galesburg with Kalamazoo and Battle 

Creek.  Many residents are employed in 

these neighboring communities.  

Downtown 

Downtown Galesburg hosts many types of 

land use from commercial to residential, as 

well as many civic attractions.   The 
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downtown offers several retail options for 

its residents and visitors alike. The main 

intersection downtown represents a 

convergence of five roads: East and West 

Battle Creek, East and West Michigan, as 

well as Pearl St.  This intersection offers two 

coffee shops, a gas station, and a welcome 

monument with a sign at the east end of 

the intersection.  

 

From this pinnacle there are three antique 

stores/malls visible, a local grocery store, 

and a car repair facility.  The downtown 

offers easy access to many of the everyday 

necessities, as well as providing some bike 

locks and both on-street and off-street 

parking. 

The main corridor in Galesburg connects 

the local elementary school to the high 

school along Battle Creek Street with mixed 

residential and industrial land use to the 

northeast.  Division Street cuts through the 

residential neighborhood to the north 

providing easy access to Pearl Street and 

the conveniences of the downtown area.  

Michigan Avenue intersects downtown and 

provides frontage to single family 

residential homes along the outskirts of the 

downtown area.  Local retail businesses and 

mixed-use buildings make up the majority 

of the space along the downtown corridors. 

Just a short walk from the downtown 

intersection is the municipal complex where 

City Hall, as well as the post office, library, 

museum, fire department, and police 

department are all situated.  The municipal 

complex is also adjacent to the City’s main 

park (Community Park).  

 

The park provides ample parking along with 

a play structure and access to the 

Kalamazoo River where fishing and boating 

activities take place.  This area has plenty of 

room for future growth and could 

accommodate a music venue or a frisbee 

golf recreation area. 

Residential 

The City of Galesburg has a population of 

just over 2000 residents within its 1.4 

square mile boundary, according to the 

2010 Census.  Although there are a few 

upper level dwellings in the downtown 

area, most single and multiple family 

residential housing is located just north or 

west of downtown.  Limited upper level 

housing can be found above some of the 

businesses along the downtown corridor.   
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Residential land use continues to sprawl 

westward to 35th Street, where housing 

becomes much more spread out and rural 

in character.  A manufactured home 

community is situated to the east of 

downtown extending to McCollum Road. 

Industrial 

Limited industrial land use is located within 

the City, but significant industrial 

development is located within surrounding 

communities.  While located outside of the 

City, these industries play a major role as 

employers for City residents.   Local 

industrial land use is largely located 

northeast of Galesburg’s downtown area 

off East Michigan/M-96 and to the west on 

West Michigan about a mile from the 

downtown center and includes Benteler 

Industries Inc. and Smith Machine and 

Grinding. 

Galesburg City Assets 

The City’s southern boundary is the 

Kalamazoo River.  This represents a very 

important asset for the City serving as a 

recreational draw for the area and offering 

numerous waterfront opportunities.   

Galesburg is also located in very close 

proximity to Morrow Lake and Campbell 

Lake.  Fort Custer State Park is also located 

nearby and offers access to multiple lakes 

and provides numerous opportunities to 

interact with nature.  The City of Galesburg 

is served by a recognized school district and 

is home to both the Galesburg-Augusta 

High School as well as Galesburg-Augusta 

Primary School.   

The City celebrates a rich historical heritage 

not common to all communities.  The 

presence of the Historical Museum and the 

Memorial Library has encouraged support 

of civic buildings and served as attractions 

to residents and visitors. 

 

 

Natural Features 

Introduction 

The City of Galesburg lies in a relatively flat 

portion of the northeast section of 

Kalamazoo County and touches Comstock 

Township to the west and Charleston 

Township to the east but is politically 

independent of both.  

Soils, Vegetation and Topography  

Like all of southwest Michigan, glaciers are 

responsible for the geology and topography 

of Galesburg.  Four distinct features 

resulting from glacial action are found in 

Kalamazoo County: moraines, till plains, 
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outwash plains and ponded areas. 

Galesburg’s location places it in a relatively 

level outwash plain, which is common in 

surrounding areas along the Kalamazoo 

River, and is the dominant landscape 

feature of the County.  It is surrounded by 

one of the two moraine ridges in the 

County: the Tekonsha and Kalamazoo 

Moraines.  The Tekonsha Moraine begins in 

Charleston Township and borders 

Galesburg to the west and travels 

southwest into Climax Township. 

A variety of soils are associated with 

outwash plains, but almost all have a high 

proportion of sand and gravel in the 

underlying material. The underground 

formation of sand and gravel are important 

water-bearing sources for wells in the area.  

Aquifers underlying the outwash plains are 

the most productive in the area.  The 

ground water is generally of high quality, 

although the water is hard and generally 

has objectionably high iron content. The soil 

type most prevalent throughout the City is 

Oshtemo Soil, which is a well drained soil 

with a surface of dark brown sandy loam 

with a common slope of 0 – 35 percent and 

is at the elevation of 791.0 ft.  Data on soil 

types and areas are helpful tools when 

planning future land use patterns and can 

be found in detail in the Kalamazoo County 

Soil Survey.  

The soils of an area are also a good 

indication of the vegetation that is common 

to the area. The vegetation of Kalamazoo 

County is mainly deciduous forest. Within 

the location of Galesburg and its Oshtemo 

soils one can find specific species in 

abundance of maple, hickory and oak 

forest.  Kalamazoo County has more plants 

listed as Extinct, Endangered, Threatened, 

or Special Concern by the State of Michigan 

than any other county in Michigan 

(Mckenna et al 2004).  The continued loss of 

native prairie, savanna, and wetland plants 

through fire suppression, outright habitat 

destruction, and the perturbation of 

forested and open wetlands (especially 

globally rare coastal plain marshes, fens, 

and floodplain forests) are perhaps the 

greatest immediate threats to the 

Kalamazoo County flora.  

The southeast quarter of the County, in the 

vicinity of Schoolcraft, south of Galesburg, 

has received the most extensive field 

studies in regards to vegetation cover and 

endangered species, but specifics to the 

City of Galesburg are not listed, although 

studies of common species in the 

Kalamazoo River Basin have identified 

numerous plant and mammal species that 

are listed as threatened or endangered.  

Galesburg is also home to a North American 

Breeding Birds Survey Route and has been 

monitored from 1966 to 1986 which has 

identified 121 breeding species in the area. 

Water Features 

Within the 1.4 square miles of total land 

area of the City of Galesburg, the most 

notable natural feature is the Kalamazoo 

River.   
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Galesburg is on the north side of the 

Kalamazoo River on the boundary between 

Comstock Charter Township on the west 

and Charleston Township on the east.  The 

north and south branches of the Kalamazoo 

River originate within a few miles of each 

other, with the south branch beginning in 

northeastern Hillsdale County and flowing 

north and west before joining the north 

branch in Albion, Michigan.  It then travels 

mostly west through numerous townships 

and city limits, including Galesburg.   

 

The portion of the Kalamazoo River that 

enters the City limits is considered the 

southern border of Galesburg, as well as for 

the Galesburg Community Park, while 

traveling west.  The areas along the river 

directly before and after the City of 

Galesburg are mostly developed, but land 

along the river within Galesburg has little 

development, which creates an ideal 

waterfront area for kayak and canoe 

launching.  The river hosts numerous launch 

points such as this in its entirety and has 

been a part of the popular scenic Michigan 

Heritage Water Trail for many years.  A 

moderate current makes for a comfortable 

speed for the water enthusiast.  

 The river is wide and deep in its strength of 

area through Galesburg with the total water 

area being one square mile (2.6km2), 

averaging 110 feet wide and four feet deep.  

Low stream banks are well vegetated with a 

nice variety of vegetation such as soft 

maple, willow and ash trees. Between the 

City of Galesburg and Comstock Township, 

the river flows into Morrow Pond, an 

impoundment created by the Brice E. 

Morrow power plant dam. 

The Kalamazoo River was utilized for 

centuries by Native American tribes of the 

time as a means of travel and sustenance. 

With European trappers and settlers 

moving into the Great Lakes region, the 

construction of a few simple river trading 

posts localized the concept of business 

along the waterway and soon paved the 

way for river fur and lumber trade, a 

corridor of shipping, and recreation. The 

pioneers would eventually use the motion 

of the meandering river to power mills, and 

the clear, cool water itself for waste 

removal and industrial purposes. Traffic on 
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the river began to decline in 1846 when the 

railroad finally reached the settlement of 

Kalamazoo.  

 The 1940’s and 1950’s saw a sharp rise in 

the paper industry in the area along the 

river and helped put Kalamazoo County on 

the map. Unfortunately, the river has 

suffered the affects of industrial waste 

through the years creating the necessity of 

numerous citizen groups and organizations 

to make the river’s clean up and health a 

community priority.    

 

Transportation 

The ways people move about a city are key 

to a city's success.  Because transportation 

and mobility are intrinsically linked to 

various other planning aspects, such as land 

use, sustainability, economy, and even 

regional issues, it is important to nurture a 

connected and balanced transportation 

network that all users can safely and 

efficiently navigate.   

The streets of Galesburg are distinctly 

situated to provide key essentials to the 

area.   At the regional level, Galesburg is a 

gateway between rural and city life.  At the 

local level, Galesburg fosters a strong sense 

of community in a relatively compact 

geographic area.  

 

 

  

 

The downtown area of Galesburg 

encompasses a few major intersections, the 

most prominent being where Michigan 

Avenue meets Battle Creek Street at a near 

45-degree angle.  This intersection marks 

the epicenter of the downtown both 

geographically and economically, thus it 

sees a high volume of traffic, vehicular and 

pedestrian alike.   

 

Sidewalks and crosswalks are present, but 

motorized transportation dominates not 

only the intersection, but also the entire 

downtown district.  Steps have been taken 

to include infrastructure for non-motorized 

traffic, such as bicycle racks near Harding’s  

Considering its size, most residents of 

Galesburg should be able to access school, 

work, recreation, and local businesses 
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without the use of motorized vehicles.  

Capitalizing on such potential will promote 

sustainability, accessibility, community 

health and safety, and create a more 

welcoming atmosphere.  It will also allow 

Galesburg to devote more downtown land 

to uses other than parking.   

Galesburg, in its unique location, has great 

potential to attract visitors and passersby.  

Having a carefully planned community 

which is welcoming to visitors will keep 

them returning time and time again.  To 

that end, a ‘complete streets’ approach to 

infrastructure planning and improvements 

within the City is supported.  ‘Complete 

streets’ are designed with all users in mind, 

“whether young or old, motorist or bicyclist, 

walker or wheelchair user, bus rider or 

shopkeeper.” 

While a ‘complete streets’ approach 

includes intermodal transportation options, 

Galesburg is likely to make the most of non-

motorized options in particular.  Demand 

for a mass transit provider is likely low, 

considering the size and population of the 

City.  Most City destinations are within an 

easy walking or biking distance and the 

population is small enough that the portion 

of the residents who would use such 

services could not sustain service costs 

without heavy subsidization. Thus, safe 

sidewalks and ample bicycle lanes are 

reasonable transportation options.  

 

Wayfinding signs will help users of any 

mode to make their way around the City 

with ease.  A non-motorized pathway will 

connect the City's downtown with the 

Kalamazoo River at the Community Park to 

serve both recreational and accessibility 

objectives. 

The points where M-96 enter downtown 

Galesburg are excellent opportunities for 

highlighted community ‘gateways’.  It 

should be clear that visitors and residents 

are entering or leaving a special place.  With 

the convergence of state, interstate, and 

local roads, Galesburg possesses notable 

potential for being a hub for commerce and 

visitor travel. 

Incorporating ‘complete streets’ and 

‘gateway’ objectives into the City’s Master 

Plan will certainly set Galesburg apart from 

neighboring communities and offer 

opportunities for residential and 

commercial growth. 
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Table 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Demographics 
Population 

According to the United States Census 

recorded in 2010, Galesburg has a 

population of 2,009.  Between 2000 and 

2010, Galesburg experienced a relatively 

low population growth of 1.1%.  Galesburg’s 

growth was compared to four surrounding 

communities to help reach a better 

understanding of population growth in 

West Michigan.  The surrounding 

communities that were compared to 

Galesburg were chosen based on 

geographic location as well as a similarity in 

population size.   

Comparison data for the surrounding 

communities is shown in Table 1.  The 

percent change in population for 

Kalamazoo County reflects the 25.3% 

population increase in Vicksburg and the 

6.8% decline in population in Parchment. 

 

 

Age 

The median age of residents of Galesburg is 

35.6, which rose by nearly 3 years or at a 

rate of 8.9% between 2000 and 2010.  The 

majority of surrounding communities have 

a slightly higher median age when 

compared to Galesburg; however, 

Galesburg’s percent change between 2000 

and 2010 is very similar to Kalamazoo 

County as a whole.  Table 2 shows the 

median age of Galesburg residents and 

those residing in the surrounding 

communities for 2000 and 2010, along with 

the percent change over that time period. 

Galesburg experienced a large decline in the 

20-24 age range (23.5%), dropping from 153 

in 2000 to 117 in 2010.  In addition, the age 

range of 20-44 year olds underwent an 

overall decline of 38.5%.  This age group is 

generally composed of young, educated 

professionals and working families with 

children that support local school districts.  

Its loss is significant because it represents 

the prime years for family formation, which, 

in concert with limited new housing 

Geography Year 

2000 

Year 

2010 

Change 

2000-2010 

Galesburg 1,988 2,009 1.1% 

Parchment 1,936 1,804 -6.8% 

Vicksburg 2,320 2,906 25.3% 

Augusta 899 885 -1.6% 

Comstock Township 13,851 14,854 7.2% 

Kalamazoo County 238,603 250,331 4.9% 
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opportunities due to near build out, may 

translate in a decline of school-aged 

children.   Figure 1 sets forth the rate of 

change of the age groups between 20 and 

54 years old in Galesburg. 

The importance of maintaining solid single-

family residential neighborhoods, or in 

creating new ones, cannot be overlooked.  

Further as the City’s population ages the 

need for broader housing choices will 

increase.  Land use relationships that 

consider both an aging population and 

younger families should be a priority in the 

future. 

Racial Composition 

Galesburg is a predominantly white 

community (93.5% of the whole 

population), however, minority 

representation has dramatically increased 

between 2000 and 2010.  The African 

American population grew at a rate of 

157.9% but still makes up only 2.4% of the 

entire population.  The Hispanic or Latino 

population also experienced a 113.1% 

increase and accounts for 2.4% of the 

population as a whole.  Figure 2 represents 

Galesburg’s racial composition as of 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2  

– Surrounding Community Comparison – 

Median Age 

Community 2000 

(Age) 

2010 

(Age) 

Rate of 

Change 

Galesburg 32.7 35.6 8.9% 

Parchment 37 38.5 4.05% 

Vicksburg 34.7 34.5 -0.6% 

Augusta 35.8 39.8 11.2% 

Comstock 

Township 

36.8 40 8.7% 

Kalamazoo 

County 

32.7 35.8 9.5% 
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Income 

Galesburg has a median household income 

of $39,917, which is lower than most of the 

surrounding communities (Figure 3).  

However, Galesburg’s median income rose 

significantly (15.2%) between 2000 and 

2010. 

 

 

Employment 

Galesburg residents have a fairly diverse 

employment base that ranges from white to 

blue-collar jobs.  Sixty-four percent of the 

residents are employed with 8.4% identified 

as unemployed.  Twenty percent of 

Galesburg residents work in the 

manufacturing sector, which accounts for 

the highest percentage of employment in 

the City.  Educational services and health 

care and social assistance are the second 

highest employment sector which accounts 

for an estimated 177 jobs (19.7%).  

Some businesses have closed or moved out 

of Galesburg in recent years.  This has no 

doubt contributed to the 4.9% decrease in 

the number of residents employed between 

2000 and 2010.  Table 3 shows the top six 

employment industries in Galesburg and 

the rate of employment change from 2000 

to 2010. 
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Table 3 – Top 6 Employment Industries in Galesburg 

Industry 2000 

(Employed Residents) 

2010 

(Employed Residents) 

Rate of Change 

Manufacturing 203 180 -11.3% 

 

Educational, Health and 

Social Services 

183 177 -3.3% 

Retail Trade 128 137 7% 

Professional, Management 

Services 

76 114 50% 

Arts, Entertainment and 

Food Services 

50 53 6% 

Construction 97 49 -49.5% 

  

Housing 

Housing in the City of Galesburg 

predominantly takes the form of detached 

single-family structures comprised of wood, 

masonry, stone and mixed materials.  Older 

housing surrounds downtown Galesburg, 

giving a “historical feeling” to the City.  

Nearly 60% of the housing has been built 

before 1969, giving a clear feel for older, 

but larger housing.  The growth of new 

housing has slowed down in the last 20 

years, but ideal opportunities exist 

downtown for mixed use buildings and 

apartment housing. 

One of the most critical demographics for 

the City of Galesburg is the high percent of 

renter-occupied housing. In 2010, over 36% 

of Galesburg housing was renter-occupied, 

comparatively higher than 28% in 2000.  

The rental housing rate for Galesburg is 

significantly higher than any of the 

surrounding communities (Table 4).  

Table 4 

Surrounding Community Comparison - Housing 

Geography % Vacant Housing Units % Renter Occupied Housing 

Galesburg 8.5 36.2 

Parchment 10.5 37.4 

Vicksburg 9.2 26.5 

Augusta 8.1 28.7 

Comstock Township 8.7 29.4 

Kalamazoo County 8.5 36.1 
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Such a high percentage could indicate a 

mobile population with weak ties to the 

community.  This may also help explain the 

lower median income level of residents and 

lower median home values.  Strong 

development of single-family affordable 

housing will help lower the mobility of 

population and give long-term population 

growth to the City of Galesburg.  

Many of the local building structures 

downtown represent key opportunities for 

mixed use development. Upper-floor 

residential units will allow property owners 

the ability to increase the amount of 

revenue generating space and gives 

consumers choices for housing beyond 

detached single family structures.  Further, 

transportation costs will be lower and 

downtown residents will help boost the 

local economy.  

 

Household Characteristics 

Between 2000 and 2010, the number of 

households in Galesburg declined by almost 

10%. This would be consistent with the 

minimal population increase of 1.1% during 

the same time period, and a .81% decrease 

in average household size.  This is also 

consistent with surrounding communities 

and with national trends.  More people are 

remaining single and families tend to have 

fewer children, thus the number of 

households may increase but household 

size typically decreases. 

The age of housing can sometimes affect 

the demand for code enforcement and 

general neighborhood quality. The median 

year of housing structures built in Galesburg 

is 1958. This is consistent with the 

comparable communities (Table 5).  An 

aging housing stock can result in a decline 

of property maintenance and upkeep.  

Recognizing this issue and promoting a 

policy of property maintenance 

enforcement will aid in maintaining and 

rehabilitating strong, single-family 

neighborhoods. 

The median value in 2010 for owner-

occupied homes in Galesburg was $92,600.  

Well below the State of Michigan 

($144,200) and Kalamazoo County 

($145,900).  This helps show the need to 

focus on maintaining strong single-family 

neighborhoods, reinvesting in ones that 

need help, and enforcing property upkeep 

and zoning regulations.  
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Table 5 

Community Comparison – Household Characteristics 

Geography # of 

Households 

(2000) 

# of 

Households 

(2010) 

Rate of 

Change 

Avg. 

Household 

Size  

(2000) 

Avg. 

Household 

Size  

(2010) 

Rate of 

Change 

Median 

Year 

Structure 

Built 

Galesburg 837 755 -9.7% 249 247 -0.81% 1958 

Parchment 822 786 -4.4% 2.34 2.3 -1.74% 1954 

Vicksburg 908 1120 23.3% 2.55 259 1.54% 1955 

August 360 362 0.55% 2.5 244 -2.46% 1944 
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Chapter 3. 

Planning Framework 

This Master Plan has been developed based 
on public participation and the planning 
issues identified through the public input 
process.  These issues provided the 
foundation for the community vision and 
helped define the values, goals and 
strategies of the Plan, as well as the specific 
elements of the Future Land Use plan. 

 

Public Participation 

Several methods were used to engage the 
residents and business owners of the City of 
Galesburg in a discussion of the important 
issues and priorities within the community.  
From an informal group setting (Community 
Visioning Session) to the one-on-one format 
of the Master Plan Open House, community 
members were afforded the opportunity to 
provide input and participate at a 
meaningful level in the planning process. 

 

Community Visioning Session 

On October 12, 2011, a Community 
Visioning Session was hosted by the 
Galesburg Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA).  This event was open to all 
community members and was well 
attended by over 50 persons. 

The event included a written survey where 
respondents were asked what they liked 
best and least about the downtown of 
Galesburg, as well as what programs or 
projects should be implemented to improve 
the downtown area.  The Visioning Session 

also included an interactive SWOT analysis 
where participants identified the strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities, and threats 
(SWOT) within the City and then presented 
on a map the things they liked and did not 
like, as well as where they saw 
opportunities for change in the community. 

The strengths of the City most often cited 
included the community’s new streetscape 
efforts, its value as a ‘small town’, the 
library and museum, and the presence of 
sidewalks and sense of ‘walkability’.  
Weaknesses identified included the 
presence of empty lots and vacant and/or 
deteriorated buildings, the need for 
additional businesses and entertainment, 
and the lack of bike lanes.  Important 
opportunities to build on included the 
location of the City in relation to I-94, the 
community’s frontage on the Kalamazoo 
River, the available infrastructure for 
downtown development, and the use 
potential of the parks and natural resources 
in the area.  The threat most frequently 
identified was the need for strong 
community leadership. 

 

Master Plan Open House 

An Open House was held on _______, 2012 
at the ___________ in the City of Galesburg 
to preview the draft Master Plan.  
Illustrations and graphics were displayed 
around the room setting forth the elements 
of the Plan and describing in detail the 
Future Land Use Map.  Attendees browsed 
the displays, asked questions and provided 
input through conversation with City 
officials and Planning Commission 
members, as well as through a 
questionnaire.  General consensus was 
voiced regarding the major 
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recommendations of the Plan, but valuable 
suggestions were received on specific 
elements of the Plan and the Future Land 
Use Map. 

 

Public Hearing 

The public hearing held on the draft Master 
Plan by the Planning Commission offered an 
additional opportunity for public input in 
the planning process.  The public hearing 
was held on _______, 2012 at the 
Galesburg City Hall and was well attended 
by the community.  The positive comments 
received on the Plan are a testimony to the 
value of public participation throughout the 
process and the importance of having a 
Master Plan that reflects the priorities and 
planning values of the community. 

 

Issues 

The Issues identified in the public 
participation stage of the planning process 
can be summarized as follows: 

❖ Downtown – revitalizing downtown 
buildings; attracting shoppers, 
tourists and local businesses; 
preserving historic buildings; 
providing mixed-use opportunities; 
continuing to improve the 
streetscapes; and strengthening the 
‘walkability’ of the downtown area. 
 

❖ Streetscape Improvements – 
continuing to improve downtown 
landscaping; promoting ‘walkability’ 
of the downtown area; 
incorporating bike lanes; and 
accommodating outdoor 
commercial activities. 

 
❖ M-96 & 35th Street Corridors – 

creating attractive gateways into the 
City; attracting travelers to the 
downtown area from I-94; 
enhancing wayfinding; and providing 
for bike and pedestrian travel. 
 

❖ Commercial Development – 
attracting a variety of small 
businesses; retaining existing 
businesses; directing commercial 
development toward the downtown 
area to compliment existing 
businesses and parks. 
 

❖ Housing – protecting existing 
housing stock, attracting a variety of 
housing, and continuing property 
maintenance efforts. 
 

❖ Kalamazoo River – establishing a 
riverfront connection between the 
downtown-park-school; improving 
riverfront recreational 
opportunities; and developing a 
linear park along the river. 
 

❖ Recreation/Community Activities – 
establishing a Community Center to 
serve the City’s youth, families, and 
seniors; improving recreational 
opportunities in the Community 
Park; and strengthening connections 
to area-wide recreational assets and 
points of interest to attract 
visitors/tourists. 
 

❖ Coordinated Planning – continuing  
coordinated land use efforts 
between City planning officials, the 
DDA, and local businesses and 
residents. 
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Issues related to a land use or a specific 
geographic location or corridor are mapped 
on the City Planning Issues Map (Map 2). 

These planning issues provide the 
foundation for the planning principles 
(values, vision, goals, and strategies) 
outlined in Chapter 4.  Planning Principles. 
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Chapter 5. 

Future Land Use 
 

Future Land Use Classifications 

The Future Land Use Map (Map 3) 

illustrates how the residents of the City of 

Galesburg would like to see their 

community develop.  The desired land use 

patterns are depicted through the use of 

the following land use classification scheme: 

 

Residential, Low Density (R-LD)   

This classification consists of single family 

residential land use developed at 2 to 3 

units per acre, generally resulting in larger 

residential sites of 16,000 square feet or 

greater.   

This classification represents a significant 

portion of the City and generally 

encompasses the large, vacant or mostly 

undeveloped land areas, some acreage of 

which is used for agriculture, located north 

of the downtown area.  These land areas 

have been identified as providing open 

space and agricultural activity crucial to 

Galesburg’s small-town character.  Further, 

they provide the space necessary for the 

expansion of low density housing stock 

attractive to families. 

 

 

Residential, Medium Density (R-MD)   

The R-MD classification is designed to 

provide for single and two-family residential 

land use on smaller lots, often found within 

older neighborhoods.  Existing land use 

patterns reflect a general density of 3 to 4 

dwelling units per acre and lot sizes that 

average between 10,000 and 13,000 square 

feet.   

Existing neighborhoods west and north of 

the downtown area and along segments of 

Battle Creek Street and Michigan Avenue, as 

well as undeveloped adjacent land areas, 

have been classified as R-MD to provide for 

a variety of housing stock within the 

community. 

Specifically, land area immediately north of 

the Kalamazoo River and located in close 

proximity to the downtown, the area’s 

schools and local parkland, is provided 

scenic waterfront views and connectivity to 

area non-motorized routes.  As such, it 

represents a unique opportunity for mixed 

use development and the incorporation of 

conservation design techniques. 

 

Residential, High Density (R-HD) 

Residential development of this density is 

envisioned to include apartment complexes, 

condominium developments, townhome 

communities, senior housing 

(independent/assisted living and continual 

care) and manufactured housing 

communities, ranging in density from 5 to 6 

units per acre. 
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The Residential, High Density classification 

reflects both existing developments and 

land planned for additional high density 

residential land use and is generally located 

in close proximity to the downtown with 

easy access to amenities and local services. 

 

Downtown Commercial (DC) 

This classification encompasses the 

downtown area.  The downtown represents 

the retail and historical center of the City 

and provides the community its ‘sense of 

place’.  Because the downtown is different 

than the commercial corridors that extend 

into the City, the downtown area has been 

identified as a ‘highlighted plan element’ 

and is discussed in more detail later in the 

Chapter. 

 

Gateway Commercial (GC) 

The GC classification encompasses the M-96 

corridor as it extends east into the 

downtown area and stretches across the 

northeast quadrant of the City. 

Because of the ‘gateway’ nature of this 

classification, corridor and site design 

standards (such as streetscape 

improvements, lighting, and signs) should 

be considered to present an attractive 

entrance to the City and announce to 

travelers that they have entered a special 

place. 

Adding ‘gateway’ elements such as 

wayfinding signs and common landscaping 

treatments also help provide continuity and 

connection between the corridor and the 

downtown area. 

 

Industrial (I) 

The existing industrial area east of the 

downtown is proposed to remain as 

industrial.  This designation encourages 

small, non-polluting industries.  However, 

the Plan proposes a containment of the 

industrial area south of M-96 and north of 

Michigan Avenue in recognition of existing 

and planned industrial areas within the 

community adjacent to the east. 

 

Public (P) 

This classification includes institutional uses 

such as public schools and government 

buildings, as well as public parks and 

cemeteries.  Their public use is not 

expected to change over time and 

buffers/transitions should be implemented 

on adjacent properties as those sites 

develop. 

 

Highlighted Plan Elements 

Many of the Highlighted Plan Elements 

detailed below are located on Map 4. 

Downtown 

As the geographical, economic, and 

historical center of the City, the downtown 

area requires specific planning 

consideration. 

Consistent with the design elements of the 
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‘Complete Streets’ approach, the downtown 

area plan concept suggests modifications to 

the main intersection and two major 

corridors leading into the City (M-

96/Michigan Avenue and Battle Creek 

Street/M-96) such to incorporate the 

following:  provide only one through lane in 

each direction, establish parking lanes 

adjacent to curbs, and add a center 

boulevard/left turn lane – such that each 

boulevard ends well before the intersection 

to accommodate a left turn lane. 

  

 

 

Each intersection roadway should also be 

considered for the addition of a bike lane.  

Crosswalks should be established within the 

intersection in such a fashion to improve 

‘walkability’ within the downtown area . . . 

and coordinated streetscape enhancements 

(ie. lighting, street furniture,  

 

 

 

landscaping, signage) continue to be 

incorporated into the area. 

 

 

 

M-96 Corridor 

While the developed portions of the M-96 

corridor may represent established 

economic hubs for the City, their ‘strip’ 

development character (parking lots, poorly 

defined pedestrian amenities, lack of an 

established and attractive streetscape) 

creates an impression that the City of 

Galesburg is just like any other auto-

oriented community. 
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This corridor should be highlighted as a 

gateway into the City and be used as a 

catalyst to bringing shoppers, travelers, and 

diners into the downtown. 

The Plan envisions streetscape elements 

complimentary to the downtown area to 

give a unified ‘feel’ to the corridor, including 

lighting, street furniture, signs and traffic 

signals.  A system of wayfinding signs should 

also be incorporated to guide visitors to 

points of interest within the City, including 

the Historical Museum, Community Park, 

and planned trails designed to connect to 

area-wide recreational assets. 

 

 

The sidewalk network should be designed 

to provide connectivity between the 

gateway corridor and the downtown area.  

Crosswalks with brick or concrete pavers 

that make the street feel safe to cross 

should be established to make the gateways 

feel pedestrian-friendly. These streetscape 

changes should showcase the linear park 

and trail system planned to traverse the City 

and allow for recognition and enjoyment of 

trail crossings. 

 

 

Non-Motorized Pathways 

The Plan proposes a linear park extending 

along the shore of the Kalamazoo River 

connecting activity centers within the City 

(ie. schools, downtown area, Community 

Park).  This greenway trail has the potential 

to create a prominent non-motorized path 

within the City, with the added ability to 

connect to the pedestrian network on the 

downtown’s major streets and the 

extension of the Kalamazoo River Valley 

Trail System as it extends through the City. 

 

 

These connections could also be enhanced 

with parking facilities and retail/recreational 

opportunities to identify and encourage 
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their use as ‘trailheads’. 

Development of bike lanes along the City’s 

major streets would provide additional 

connectivity within the City of Galesburg, 

providing easy access to residents and 

visitors to explore the downtown area and 

the community’s recreational attractions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zoning Plan 

The Michigan Planning Enabling Act 

requires that a Master Plan include a Zoning 

Plan, which ‘include(s) an explanation of 

how the land use classifications set forth on 

the Future Land Use Map relate to the 

districts on the zoning map’. 

The following zoning plan sets forth the 

future land use classifications and identifies 

the corresponding zoning district from the 

City of Galesburg Zoning Ordinance.  The 

Zoning Plan also provides recommendations 

regarding the implementation of the Master 

Plan through the regulations of the Zoning 

Ordinance
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Future Land Use Plan 
Classification 

Corresponding Zoning District 

LDR Low Density 
Residential  

R-1 Single Family Residential District  
This District is devoted to detached single family 

residences on larger lots. Minimum lot size of 16,000 
square feet.  Agriculture use is allowed in this district. 

MDR Medium Density 
Residential 

 R-2 Single Family Residential District and R-3 Two 
Family Residential District  

These districts are devoted to single or two-family 
detached and attached residences. The intent is to 

provide a wide range of housing options and 
opportunities with a minimum lot area of 8,000 square 

feet and a maximum lot coverage of 50 percent. 

HDR High Density 
Residential 

R-4 Multiple Family Residential District and R-6 Mobile 
Home Park District  

These districts are devoted to higher density residential 
use.  Single, two and multiple-family residences, as well 

as manufactured home communities, are allowed in 
these districts.   

DC Downtown Commercial 

C-2 Local Commercial District  
This district allows for uses that are consistent with the 
recommendations for the downtown area.  Lands in the 
City are devoted to less intense business such as offices 

and retail sales of goods and services. 
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GC Gateway Commercial 

 
 

C-1 General Commercial District 
 This district permits more intense business use and is 

directed toward the fringes of the City. 
  

ID Industrial  

 
 

I-1 Restricted Industrial District and I-2 Manufacturing 
District  

These districts are devoted to more intense commercial 
and industrial pursuits. Permitted uses include 

manufacturing, assembly and related production as well 
as storage or warehouse facilities. 

P Public 

OS Open Space District 
This district is designed to apply to lands with unique 

natural or man-made resources that should be 
preserved and protected for the use and enjoyment of 
existing and future residents.  It is applied to city park 

and recreation lands, including education and historical 
facilities.  Public facilities are the primary use within the 

district. 
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Chapter 4. 

Planning Principles 

The Issues identified through the public 
participation process and set forth in 
Chapter 3. have been used to define the 
planning values of the City of Galesburg.  
These values provide the basis for an overall 
land use vision for the community, from 
which planning goals and strategies have 
been developed.  The Future Land Use Plan 
(Chapter 5.) has been created based 
entirely upon these planning principles 
(values, vision, goals and strategies). 

 

Planning Values 

The following Values have been derived 
from the Issues identified through public 
input and represent the beliefs and desires 
of the citizens of this community. 

Small-Town Character.  The citizens of the 
City of Galesburg are proud of their home 
town and community history.  They 
embrace the familiarity and friendliness of 
living and doing business with neighbors 
and friends. 

Prevention of Deterioration.  The City 
recognizes the importance of a vibrant 
downtown area and well-maintained 
residential neighborhoods in promoting 
new businesses and high quality 
development and attracting families and 
new economy workers to the community.  

Locational Opportunities.  The City of 
Galesburg enjoys an advantageous location 
in the region – one that is provided 
convenient access to I-94 and service by 
several major corridors, as well as valuable 

frontage along the beautiful Kalamazoo 
River.  These locational advantages should 
be promoted through sound planning and 
marketing. 

‘Walkable Community’.  Its compact 
arrangement, the presence of desirable 
streetscape features (sidewalks, street 
trees, etc), and accessibility to local parks 
aid in the growth of the City as a ‘walkable’ 
community.  This feature of the City should 
be enhanced as ‘walkability’ and ‘sense of 
place’ continue to be related to economic 
growth and stability. 

Opportunities for Growth.  The City is 
fortunate to have a solid foundation for 
economic growth, including such assets as 
proximity to I-94, extensive frontage along 
the Kalamazoo River, downtown 
streetscape investments, local 
services/infrastructure, and easy access to 
local parkland.  This foundation is 
complimented by available land area and/or 
building stock for expansion.  

 

Vision 

The Vision is a statement that describes 
where the City of Galesburg wants to go in 
the future.  The citizens have a very strong 
sense of the history of their community and 
speak with a common voice regarding the 
opportunities and challenges that confront 
them.  As a result, they are able to present 
a clear direction for their future.  

The Vision is an ‘ideal’ and likely will not be 
possible to attain entirely.  However, it 
should serve to motivate and provide 
guidance to decision-makers and residents. 
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Our Vision for the City of Galesburg: 

The City of Galesburg is a community rich in 
history and small town ambience, 
advantageously situated between 
Kalamazoo and Battle Creek, in close 
proximity to a major transportation corridor 
(I-94) with extensive undisturbed frontage 
along the beautiful Kalamazoo River. 

Local shops and businesses, with an 
emphasis on service and friendliness, meet 
the needs of area residents and travelers.  
The local park and museum, accessibility to 
the Kalamazoo River, and a pedestrian-
friendly downtown area give the City a 
‘sense of place’ and define it as a 
destination. 

With an eye toward serving the area’s 
commercial needs while still providing a 
small-town experience, economic growth 
that vitalizes the downtown, strengthens 
the quality of the local housing stock, and 
establishes the entrances into the City as 
gateways to ‘some place special’ is  
promoted.   

With a network of non-motorized routes, 
and connectivity with a regional trail 
system, the City of Galesburg stands out as 
a ‘complete streets’ community.  It provides 
not only a range of transportation and 
recreational opportunities for its residents – 
but also serves as an important link in the 
region’s economic and recreational 
network.   

 

The Vision Realized:  Goals & 
Strategies 

The Vision serves to inspire specific goals 
and strategies that will then be 

implemented through the Future Land Use 
Plan (Chapter 5.). 

A goal is a general statement of a desired 
outcome – it should be realistic and 
obtainable.  Each goal is followed by a set of 
strategies.  A strategy is a specific action 
that accomplishes the outcome set forth in 
the goal.  The strategies provide the basis 
for the Implementation elements of the 
Plan. 

 

Vision Element:  Small Town 
Character 

Goal: Preserve and promote the 
downtown area. 

Strategy: Encourage reinvestment 
downtown by emphasizing 
its historic character and 
providing incentives to 
rehabilitate historic 
buildings. 

Strategy: Emphasize the historic 
character of the City through 
a focus on local parks and 
civic buildings. 

Strategy: Promote downtown 
businesses through local 
organizations, such as the 
Downtown Development 
Authority. 

Strategy:  Improve the pedestrian 
atmosphere and safety by 
making it less intimidating to 
cross at the main intersection 
downtown. 

Strategy:  Encourage mixed uses, 
including upper level 
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dwellings, in the downtown 
area. 

Strategy:  Provide pedestrian amenities 
(street furniture, signs, 
streetlamps, etc.) along 
downtown corridors and at 
key focal points in the City. 

Strategy:  Provide for ‘wayfinding’ in 
the City to guide motorists 
and pedestrians to local 
attractions. 

 

Goal: Promote safe and efficient 
transportation throughout the City. 

Strategy:  Work cooperatively with 
MDOT to implement 
‘complete streets’ concepts 
to allow for both motorized 
and non-motorized traffic 
within the downtown area 
and along the gateway 
corridors. 

Strategy: Provide marked pedestrian 
crossings at key locations. 

Strategy: Enhance community gateway 
entrances to inform the 
public that they are entering 
a special place. 

 

Goal:   Retain the ‘small-town’ elements 
that make the City of Galesburg 
special. 

Strategy: Continue efforts to maintain 
and beautify City parks and 
public areas. 

Strategy: Market local businesses, 
parks, and the ‘pedestrian-
friendly’ downtown as a 
unique destination within the 
region. 

Strategy: Continue to promote the 
heritage of the City through 
events/festivals.  These 
events should be marketed to 
a regional audience. 

Strategy: Make the gateway corridors 
more attractive, with 
coordinated streetscape 
improvements and 
landscaping. 

 

Vision Element:  Opportunities for 
Growth 

Goal: Promote M-96 and other business 
corridors. 

Strategy: Establish gateway entrances 
which draw traffic.  Extend 
streetscape improvements to 
these gateways. 

Strategy:   Market businesses within the 
City as destinations for 
visitors. 

Strategy:  Market businesses and local 
events within the City as 
destinations for regional 
users of area recreational 
facilities. 

Strategy:  Promote the City’s location 
between Kalamazoo and 
Battle Creek as a premier 
location for ‘new economy’ 
businesses.  
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Goal:   Recognize the value of nearby 
points of interest and area 
recreational assets. 

Strategy:   Provide for easy access and 
connectivity to the City from 
surrounding points of interest 
and area recreational assets. 

Strategy:  Accommodate non-vehicular 
forms of access in City 
transportation routes. 

Strategy:  Coordinate local events with 
area recreational 
opportunities. 

Strategy: Work with business owners 
to cross-promote businesses 
and attractions in the region. 

 

Goal:   Protect and promote a variety of 
housing stock within the City. 

Strategy: Promote housing styles that 
serve residents throughout 
the life cycle, including 
independent living units and 
assisted living facilities. 

Strategy: Identify areas for higher- 
priced market rate homes, 
condominiums and 
townhomes to make the City 
attractive to entrepreneurs 
and upper management 
employees, as well as seniors 
and retirees. 

Strategy: Protect and provide for 
housing stock attractive to 
families in close proximity to 
local points of interest (ie. 
schools, parks, etc) 

Goal:   Continue the provision of local 
services and maintenance of local 
infrastructure. 

Strategy: Maintain a budget that 
supports the current level of 
services and ensures efficient 
service delivery.  

   

Vision Element:  Connectivity with & 
within the Community 

Goal:  Provide opportunities to connect 
activity centers within the City. 

Strategy:   Implement ‘complete streets’ 
concepts within the City. 

Strategy: Plan for non-motorized paths 
that connect area points of 
interest, such as parks, 
schools, and the downtown 
area. 

Strategy: Provide pedestrian amenities 
at key focal points along the 
corridors. 

 

Goal: Provide linkages between area 
points of interest and the City. 

Strategy: Provide connections to the 
Kalamazoo River Valley Trail 
System. 

Strategy: Develop bike lanes along 
major corridors into the City. 

Strategy: Provide for ‘wayfinding’ signs 
that guide visitors to local 
attractions. 
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Vision Element:  A Beautiful Natural 
Environment 

Goal: Recognize and promote the 
Kalamazoo River as a community 
asset. 

Strategy:   Seek opportunities to expand 
and enhance the view of the 
Kalamazoo River from the 
downtown area and nearby 
corridors. 

 

Goal: Protect the water quality of the 
Kalamazoo River. 

Strategy:   Educate waterfront property 
owners about 
environmentally friendly 
practices. 

Strategy:   Provide incentives for 
waterfront owners to create 
vegetative buffers, rain 
gardens, and other low 
impact solutions. 

  Strategy:   Work cooperatively with 
upstream landowners and 
communities to protect and 
enhance water quality. 

Strategy:   Implement low impact 
development standards in 
new developments and 
redevelopments in areas in 
close proximity to the 
Kalamazoo River. 

 

Goal:   Provide recreational opportunities 
that take advantage of the natural 
environment. 

Strategy:   Establish a linear park along 
the Kalamazoo River that will 
connect parks, schools, and 
the downtown area. 

Strategy:   Establish an ecologically 
sensitive public access to the 
Kalamazoo River and 
associated wetlands.  Work 
with the local school district 
and other educational 
institutions to provide 
education on wetlands and 
environmental protection. 
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Chapter 6. 

Implementation 

This Master Plan will only be useful to the 
City of Galesburg as long as it is 
implemented and consulted when making 
land use related decisions.  This chapter 
outlines actions identified to successfully 
implement the Plan. 

 

Project Priorities 

Each implementation action is listed with a 
‘priority number’ as follows: 

Priority 1:  These projects should be given 
immediate and concentrated effort.  These 

are the first projects that should be started 
after the Master Plan has been adopted.  

Priority 2:  These projects are those 
necessary to implement the plan, but either 
depend on the completion of Priority 1 
projects or simply don’t have the same 
immediacy as Priority 1 projects. 

Priority 3:  These projects implement 
elements of the plan but are not urgent and 
can be delayed for a longer period of time.  
Further, these projects may be more 
susceptible to budgetary constraints.  

 

Implementation Plan 

Ordinances, Plans and Policies 

Action        Responsibility  Priority 

1. Review the Zoning Ordinance to    Planning Commission     1       
 determine if any existing provisions    City Council    
 inhibit  implementation of the Plan.         
 Make changes as necessary.        

2. Amend the Zoning Ordinance to include   Planning Commission      1
 provisions that will implement the Plan,   City Council    
 including mixed use zoning, overlay       
 districts, form-based standards, and        
 provision for ‘new economy’ businesses. 

3. Review and initiate amendments to the   Planning Commission       2 
 Zoning Map that will implement the Plan.       City Council 

4. Develop, fund and implement a    City Council        2 
streetscape program for the downtown   Downtown Development            
and at key focal points along the       Authority (DDA)                                                                          
gateway corridors.        
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5. Develop, fund and implement a    City Council       2 
wayfinding sign plan.     DDA 

6. Develop, fund and implement a    City Council       2           
program for the beautification and    DDA                   
maintenance of City parks, public    Parks Department             
areas and streetscapes. 

7. Fund and implement the recreation    Planning Commission      3        
plan, in coordination with the area-wide   City Council           
trail system, which establishes and/or   Parks Department                
completes connectivity between surrounding              
points of interest, area recreational assets,              
and the downtown area. 

8. Amend the Zoning Ordinance to promote   Planning Commission       1         
‘lifecycle’ housing opportunities, including   City Council              
independent living units, assisted living,                   
and continual care. 

 

Transportation  

Action        Responsibility  Priority 

1. Work with Michigan Department of    Planning Commission       1
 Transportation to incorporate ‘complete    City Council    
 streets’ elements into the downtown area       
 and along street corridors that connect       
 area points of interest. 

2. Implement the trail connections and   Planning Commission       3              
pathways recommendations of this Plan   City Council                 

3. Improve pedestrian safety downtown   City Council        1           
through the establishment of crosswalks   DDA                  
and lighting.                                    

 

Economic Development 

Action        Responsibility  Priority 

1. Work with local business owners    City Council      1                              
to develop a marketing scheme that    DDA                
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emphasizes the City of Galesburg as a                       
‘destination’ within the region. 

2. Work with the local business owners   City Council       1              
and area communities to coordinate   DDA                            
local events/festivals with area                               
recreational opportunities. 

3. Work with the local business owners   City Council       1               
and area communities to develop a    DDA               
plan for the cross-promotion of businesses                    
and attractions. 

4. Work with the Galesburg Business   City Council        2                  
Association and local businesses to create   DDA                              
a strategic leasing plan in the downtown area. 

 

Keeping the Master Plan Up-to-Date 

Change is constant and there will be 
circumstances that may warrant changes to 
zoning boundaries on the Zoning Map that 
are not consistent with the Master Plan.  If 
and when this occurs, an amendment to the  

Future Land Use Map in the Master Plan 
should be considered.  

The following factors should be evaluated 
to determine if a proposed change to the 
Future Land Use Map is warranted: 

 
✓ Does the proposed new land use 

classification meet the objectives of 
the Plan? 
 

✓ Is the zoning district and its 
permitted uses designed to 
implement the new land use 
classification compatible with and 
appropriate in the vicinity of the 
property under consideration? 
 

✓ Have any conditions changed in the 
area since the Master Plan was 
adopted that justify this change? 
 

✓ Will there by any impacts on the 
community that should be 
considered, such as increased traffic, 

or others that might create a need 
for additional services or 
improvements? 
 

✓ Are there any environmental 
considerations that may be contrary 
to the intent of the existing or 
proposed classification of the land 
use? 
 

✓ Was the property improperly 
classified when the Plan was 
adopted or amended?  Are the 
qualities of the property (or area) 
different than those described in the 
Plan? 
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✓ Will there be any adverse effects on 
adjacent properties as a result of the 
proposed land use change? 

✓ What impacts will result on the 
public health, safety and welfare? 

 

Conclusion 

Although this Plan is a comprehensive guide 
for land use planning in the City over the 
next 20 years, it is difficult to predict with 
certainty what changes may occur in and 
around the community.  Therefore, 
decisions related to development should be 
considered carefully in light of the 
recommendations of this Master Plan. 

The Michigan Zoning Enabling Act requires 
the City of Galesburg Zoning Ordinance to 
be ‘based on a plan to promote the public 
health, safety and welfare, to encourage 
the use of lands in accordance with their 
character and adaptability, to limit the 

improper use of land, to conserve natural 
resources and energy, to meet the needs of 
the state’s residents for food, fiber and 
other natural resources, places of residence 
. . . and other uses of land.’   

Since the Zoning Map is part of the Zoning 
Ordinance, changes to zoning boundaries 
should be in conformance with the Master 
Plan.  If future development decisions take 
these factors into account, and if the Plan is 
reviewed on a regular basis and updated 
when necessary, then the City of Galesburg 
can feel confident that development will 
reflect the desires of its citizens as reflected 
through the adopted Master Plan. 
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